
 

 

Lab 3 / Module 10 - Communications Subsystems 
If you are doing the lab online (with access to TOP and a NonStop server) perform all the tasks listed here in order using TOP at 
your workstation. Use the space provided for your own notes. 

If you are doing the lab offline (without access to TOP or a NonStop server) discuss and write down your answers to as many 
questions as you can. 

For each task also consider how you would perform the task from TACL after logging on to a NonStop server by using TOP's 6530 
terminal emulator. Which method (TOP or TACL) is easier? 

 

Getting Started 
1 Start TOP and log on. 

Comms 
2 Choose a node and display the system components below the top-level Comms hierarchies. 

Comms - Devices (all Himalaya systems) 
3 From the Devices branch, start Comms Manager. 

                                                                                     

4 Take a moment to look at the Comms Manager (Devices) main window, making sure you understand the various areas. 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

5 Display all objects in graphic view and examine the colored bar graph. 

What communications subsystems are available? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

What is the state of the objects in each communications subsystem? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

6 List all objects. 

What types of objects are listed? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

What type of information is displayed about each object? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

7 Select an object and display its status. If further details are available, display those details. Continue "drilling down" if more 
details are available or if the object has "child" objects. What type of information is displayed at each level? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

8 Select an object and display general information. If further details are available, display those details. Continue "drilling down" if 
more details are available or if the object has "child" objects. What type of information is displayed at each level? 

                                                                                     



 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

9 Select some objects of your choice and hide them. Redisplay the main window. How has the bar graph changed? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

10 Use the Status wizard to create a host script file (saving the file in your own subvolume). Display the status information using 
TOP's editor. When would you use this file? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

11 Use the Configuration wizard to create a host script file (saving the file in your own subvolume). Display the configuration 
information using TOP's editor. When would you use this file? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

12 Exit from Comms Manager (Devices). 

Comms - ICE (if installed) 
13 From the ICE branch, display all available ICE objects on the NonStop server. What objects are displayed? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

14 Display all ICE objects in graphic view and examine the colored bar graph. What is the state of the objects in the ICE 
subsystem? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

15 Display ICE objects in details view. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

16 Display the properties of ICE objects. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

17 Examine global and node ICE options. 

Add a new ICE process pattern? How does this affect the way that TOP displays ICE objects? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     



 

 

                                                                                     

What is the difference between an ICE process name and ICE process template? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

Change the top-level ICE objects that TOP displays? For example, if only Processes are currently displayed, change the 
display to Processes, Lines, PUs, and RLUs. If all objects are displayed, change the display to Processes. What happens? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

18 Use the ICE Configuration wizard to create a host script file (saving the file in your own subvolume). Display the configuration 
information using TOP's editor. When would you use this file? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

Comms - Parallel TCP/IP (if available) 
19 From the Parallel TCP/IP branch, display all available Parallel TCP/IP objects on the NonStop server. What objects are 

displayed? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

20 Display all Parallel TCP/IP objects in graphic view and examine the colored bar graph. What is the state of the objects in the 
Parallel TCP/IP subsystem? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

21 Display Parallel TCP/IP objects in details view. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

22 Display the properties of Parallel TCP/IP objects. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

23 Select a Parallel TCP/IP process and display open socket information. Can you recognize any of the sockets (for example, 
FTP server or Telnet server)? If so, what is the IP address of your workstation? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     



 

 

                                                                                     

24 Select a Parallel TCP/IP process and jump to the underlying Guardian process. Is it a user or system process? What is the 
name of its program object file? Jump back to the Parallel TCP/IP process. 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

Comms - SLSA/WAN (S-series Himalaya systems only) 
25 From the SLSA/WAN branch, start Comms Manager. 

                                                                                     

26 Take a moment to look at the Comms Manager (SLSA/WAN) main window, making sure you understand the various areas. 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

27 Display all objects in graphic view and examine the colored bar graph. 

What communications subsystems are available? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

What is the state of the objects in each communications subsystem? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

28 Display objects in details view. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

29 Display the properties of objects. What type of information is displayed about each object type? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

30 Select an object and display its status. If further details are available, display those details. Continue "drilling down" if more 
details are available or if the object has "child" objects. What type of information is displayed at each level? 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

31 Exit from Comms Manager (SLSA/WAN). 

Log off 
32 Log off from TOP and the local NonStop server. 


